
Chapter 1: World War II and the Aftermath 
Primary Source Documents 

 

Winston Churchill’s Speech 
Before the House of Commons 

Oct. 5, 1938 
(Regarding the recent Munich Conference) 

 

Churchill: Having thus fortified myself by the example of others, I will proceed to emulate them. 
I will, therefore, begin by saying the most unpopular and most unwelcome thing. I will begin by 
saying what everybody would like to ignore or forget but which I must nevertheless be stated, 
namely, that we have sustained a total and unmitigated defeat, and that France has suffered even 
more than we have.    

Viscoutess Astor: Nonsense. 
 
Churchill: When the Noble Lady cries "Nonsense," she could not have heard the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer (Sir John Simon) admit in his illuminating and comprehensive speech just now 
that Herr Hitler had gained in this particular leap forward in substance all he set out to gain. ...  
 
We are in the presence of a disaster of the first magnitude which has befallen Great Britain and 
France. Do not let us blind ourselves to that. It must now be accepted that all the countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe will make the best terms they can with the triumphant Nazi Power. 
The system of alliances in Central Europe upon which France has relied for her safety has been 
swept away, and I can see no means by which it can be reconstituted. The road down the Danube 
Valley to the black Sea, the resources of corn and oil, the road which leads as far as Turkey, has 
been opened. In fact, if not in form, it seems to me that all those countries of Middle Europe, all 
those Danubian countries, will, one after another, be drawn into this vast system of power 
politics -- not only power military politics but power economic politics -- radiating from Berlin, 
and I believe this can be achieved quite smoothly and swiftly and will not necessarily entail the 
firing of a single shot....  
 
I do not grudge our loyal, brave people, who were ready to do their duty no matter what the cost, 
who never flinched under the strain of last week -- I do not grudge them the natural, spontaneous 
outburst of joy and relief when they learned that the hard ordeal would no longer be required of 
them at the moment; but they should know the truth. 
 
They should know that there has been gross neglect and deficiency in our defenses; they should 
know that we have sustained a defeat without a war, the consequences of which will travel far 
with us along our road; they should know that we have passed an awful milestone in our history, 
when the whole equilibrium of Europe has been deranged, and that the terrible words have for 
the time being been pronounced against the Western democracies:  
 
 
"Thou are weighed in the balance and found wanting."  
 



 
And do not suppose that this is the end. This is only the beginning of the reckoning. This is only 
the first sip, the first foretaste of a bitter cup which will be proffered to us year by year unless by 
a supreme recovery of moral health and martial vigor, we arise again and take our stand for 
freedom as in the olden time. 

 
FDR’s “Arsenal of Democracy” Speech 

Fireside Chat from Washington DC, December 29,1940 
(highlights) 

 
My friends: 
 
This is not a fireside chat on war. It is a talk on national security; because the nub of the  whole 
purpose of your President is to keep you now, and your children later, and your grandchildren 
much later, out of a last-ditch war for the preservation of American independence and all the 
things that American independence means to you and to me and to ours…. 
 
 
Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock has our American civilization been in such 
danger as now.  
 
For, on September 27, 1940, by an agreement signed in Berlin, three powerful nations, two in 
Europe and one in Asia, joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States of 
America interfered with or blocked the expansion program of these three nations -- a program 
aimed at world control -- they would unite in ultimate action against the United States.  
 
The Nazi masters of Germany have made it clear that they intend not only to dominate all life 
and thought in their own country, but also to enslave the whole of Europe, and then to use the 
resources of Europe to dominate the rest of the world.  
 
It was only three weeks ago their leader stated this: "There are two worlds that stand opposed to 
each other." And then in defiant reply to his opponents, he said this: "Others are correct when 
they say: With this world we cannot ever reconcile ourselves. . . . I can  
beat any other power in the world." So said the leader of the Nazis. 
 
In other words, the Axis not merely admits but proclaims that there can be no ultimate peace 
between their philosophy of government and our philosophy of government. 
 
In view of the nature of this undeniable threat, it can be asserted, properly and categorically, that 
the United States has no right or reason to encourage talk of peace, until the day shall come when 
there is a clear intention on the part of the aggressor nations to abandon all thought of 
dominating or conquering the world.  
 
Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack anywhere in the Americas while a free 
Britain remains our most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? Does anyone seriously 
believe, on the other hand, that we could rest easy if the Axis powers were our neighbors there?  



 
If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control the continents of Europe, Asia, Africa, 
Australasia, and the high seas-and they will be in a position to bring enormous military and naval 
resources against this hemisphere. It is no exaggeration to say that all of us, in all the Americas, 
would be living at the point of a gun -- a gun loaded with  
explosive bullets, economic as well as military.  
 
Some of us like to believe that even if Great Britain falls, we are still safe, because of the broad 
expanse of the Atlantic and of the Pacific. But the width of those oceans is not what it was in the 
days of clipper ships. At one point between Africa and Brazil the distance is less than from 
Washington to Denver, Colorado-five hours for the latest type of bomber. And at the North end 
of the Pacific Ocean America and Asia almost touch each other.  
 
Even today we have planes that could fly from the British Isles to New England and back again 
without refueling. And remember that the range of the modern bomber is ever being increased.  
 
Some nations of Europe were bound by solemn non-intervention pacts with Germany. Other 
nations were assured by Germany that they need never fear invasion. Non-intervention pact or 
not, the fact remains that they were attacked, overrun and thrown into the modern form of 
slavery at an hour's notice, or even without any notice at all. As an exiled leader of one of these 
nations said to me the other day -- "The notice was a minus  
quantity. It was given to my Government two hours after German troops had poured into my 
country in a hundred places."  
 
The fate of these nations tells us what it means to live at the point of a Nazi gun…. 
 
There are also American citizens, many of them in high places, who, unwittingly in most cases, 
are aiding and abetting the work of these agents. I do not charge these American citizens with 
being foreign agents. But I do charge them with doing exactly the kind of work that the dictators 
want done in the United States.  
 
These people not only believe that we can save our own skins by shutting our eyes to the fate of 
other nations. Some of them go much further than that. They say that we can and should become 
the friends and even the partners of the Axis powers. Some of them even suggest that we should 
imitate the methods of the dictatorships. Americans never can and never will do that.  
 
The experience of the past two years has proven beyond doubt that no nation can appease the 
Nazis. No man can tame a tiger into a kitten by stroking it. There can be no appeasement with 
ruthlessness. There can be no reasoning with an incendiary bomb. We know now that a nation 
can have peace with the Nazis only at the price of total surrender.  
 
The American appeasers ignore the warning to be found in the fate of Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Norway, Belgium, the Netherlands, Denmark, and France. They tell you that the Axis 
powers are going to win anyway; that all this bloodshed in the world could be saved; that the 
United States might just as well throw its influence into the scale of a dictated peace, and get the 
best out of it that we can.  



 
They call it a "negotiated peace." Nonsense! Is it a negotiated peace if a gang of outlaws 
surrounds your community and on threat of extermination makes you pay tribute to save your 
own skins?  
 
The British people and their allies today are conducting an active war against this unholy 
alliance. Our own future security is greatly dependent on the outcome of that fight. Our ability to 
"keep out of war" is going to be affected by that outcome.  
 
Thinking in terms of today and tomorrow, I make the direct statement to the American people 
that there is far less chance of the United States getting into war, if we do all we can now to 
support the nations defending themselves against attack by the Axis than if we acquiesce in their 
defeat, submit tamely to an Axis victory, and wait our turn to be  
the object of attack in another war later on.  
 
The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their fighting. They ask 
us for the implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the freighters which will enable 
them to fight for their liberty and for our security. Emphatically we must get these weapons to 
them in sufficient volume and quickly enough, so that we and  
our children will be saved the agony and suffering of war which others have had to endure.  
 
Nine days ago I announced the setting up of a more effective organization to direct our gigantic 
efforts to increase the production of munitions. The appropriation of vast sums of money and a 
well coordinated executive direction of our defense efforts are not in  
themselves enough. Guns, planes, ships and many other things have to be built in the factories 
and arsenals of America. They have to be produced by workers and managers and engineers with 
the aid of machines which in turn have to be built by hundreds of thousands of workers 
throughout the land.  
 
We must be the great arsenal of democracy. For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. 
We must apply ourselves to our task with the same resolution, the same sense of urgency, the 
same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we would show were we at war.  
 
We have furnished the British great material support and we will furnish far more in the future.  
 
I believe that the Axis powers are not going to win this war. I base that belief on the latest and 
best information.  
 
I have the profound conviction that the American people are now determined to put forth a 
mightier effort than they have ever yet made to increase our production of all the implements of 
defense, to meet the threat to our democratic faith.  
 
 

 
 
 



Charles Lindbergh's 
Des Moines Speech 
September 11, 1941 

(excerpted) 
 
It is now two years since this latest European war began. From that day in September, 1939, until 
the present moment, there has been an over-increasing effort to force the United States into the 
conflict. 
  
That effort has been carried on by foreign interests, and by a small minority of our own people; 
but it has been so successful that, today, our country stands on the verge of war. 
  
At this time, as the war is about to enter its third winter, it seems appropriate to review the 
circumstances that have led us to our present position. Why are we on the verge of war? Was it 
necessary for us to become so deeply involved? 
  
Who is responsible for changing our national policy from one of neutrality and independence to 
one of entanglement in European affairs? 
  
Personally, I believe there is no better argument against our intervention than a study of the 
causes and developments of the present war. I have often said that if the true facts and issues 
were placed before the American people, there would be no danger of our involvement. 
  
When this war started in Europe, it was clear that the American people were solidly opposed to 
entering it. Why shouldn't we be? We had the best defensive position in the world; we had a 
tradition of independence from Europe; and the one time we did take part in a European war left 
European problems unsolved, and debts to America unpaid. 
  
National polls showed that when England and France declared war on Germany, in 1939, less 
than 10 percent of our population favored a similar course for America. But there were various 
groups of people, here and abroad, whose interests and beliefs necessitated the involvement of 
the United States in the war. I shall point out some of these groups tonight, and outline their 
methods of procedure. In doing this, I must speak with the utmost frankness, for in order to 
counteract their efforts, we must know exactly who they are. 
  
The three most important groups who have been pressing this country toward war are the British, 
the Jewish and the Roosevelt administration. 
  
Behind these groups, but of lesser importance, are a number of capitalists, Anglophiles, and 
intellectuals who believe that the future of mankind depends upon the domination of the British 
empire. Add to these the Communistic groups who were opposed to intervention until a few 
weeks ago, and I believe I have named the major war agitators in this country. 
  
When hostilities commenced in Europe, in 1939, it was realized by these groups that the 
American people had no intention of entering the war. They knew it would be worse than useless 



to ask us for a declaration of war at that time. But they believed that this country could be 
entered into the war in very much the same way we were entered into the last one. 
  
They planned: first, to prepare the United States for foreign war under the guise of American 
defense; second, to involve us in the war, step by step, without our realization; third, to create a 
series of incidents which would force us into the actual conflict. These plans were of course, to 
be covered and assisted by the full power of their propaganda. 
  
Our theaters soon became filled with plays portraying the glory of war. Newsreels lost all 
semblance of objectivity. Newspapers and magazines began to lose advertising if they carried 
anti-war articles. A smear campaign was instituted against individuals who opposed intervention. 
The terms "fifth columnist," "traitor," "Nazi," "anti-Semitic" were thrown ceaselessly at any one 
who dared to suggest that it was not to the best interests of the United States to enter the war. 
Men lost their jobs if they were frankly anti-war. Many others dared no longer speak. 
  
Before long, lecture halls that were open to the advocates of war were closed to speakers who 
opposed it. A fear campaign was inaugurated. We were told that aviation, which has held the 
British fleet off the continent of Europe, made America more vulnerable than ever before to 
invasion. Propaganda was in full swing. 
  
There was no difficulty in obtaining billions of dollars for arms under the guise of defending 
America. Our people stood united on a program of defense. Congress passed appropriation after 
appropriation for guns and planes and battleships, with the approval of the overwhelming 
majority of our citizens. That a large portion of these appropriations was to be used to build arms 
for Europe, we did not learn until later. That was another step. 
  
Ever since its inception, our arms program has been laid out for the purpose of carrying on the 
war in Europe, far more than for the purpose of building an adequate defense for America. 
  
England and France would win if the United States would only repeal its arms embargo and sell 
munitions for cash, we were told. And then [illegible] began, a refrain that marked every step we 
took toward war for many months--"the best way to defend America and keep out of war." we 
were told, was "by aiding the Allies." 
  
First, we agreed to sell arms to Europe; next, we agreed to loan arms to Europe; then we agreed 
to patrol the ocean for Europe; then we occupied a European island in the war zone. Now, we 
have reached the verge of war. 
  
Men and women of Iowa; only one thing holds this country from war today. That is the rising 
opposition of the American people. Our system of democracy and representative government is 
on test today as it has never been before. We are on the verge of a war in which the only victor 
would be chaos and prostration. 
  
We are on the verge of war, but it is not yet too late to stay out. It is not too late to show that no 
amount of money, or propaganda, or patronage can force a free and independent people into war 



against its will. It is not yet too late to retrieve and to maintain the independent American destiny 
that our forefathers established in this new world. 
  
The entire future rests upon our shoulders. It depends upon our action, our courage, and our 
intelligence. If you oppose our intervention in the war, now is the time to make your voice heard. 
  
 

The Atlantic Charter 
August 14, 1941 

 

The President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, 
representing His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, being met together, deem it right 
to make known certain common principles in the national policies of their respective countries 
on which they base their hopes for a better future for the world. 

First, their countries seek no aggrandizement, territorial or other; 

Second, they desire to see no territorial changes that do not accord with the freely expressed 
wishes of the peoples concerned; 

Third, they respect the right of all peoples to choose the form of government under which they 
will live; and they wish to see sovereign rights and self government restored to those who have 
been forcibly deprived of them; 

Fourth, they will endeavor, with due respect for their existing obligations, to further the 
enjoyment by all States, great or small, victor or vanquished, of access, on equal terms, to the 
trade and to the raw materials of the world which are needed for their economic prosperity; 

Fifth, they desire to bring about the fullest collaboration between all nations in the economic 
field with the object of securing, for all, improved labor standards, economic advancement and 
social security; 

Sixth, after the final destruction of the Nazi tyranny, they hope to see established a peace which 
will afford to all nations the means of dwelling in safety within their own boundaries, and which 
will afford assurance that all the men in all lands may live out their lives in freedom from fear 
and want; 

Seventh, such a peace should enable all men to traverse the high seas and oceans without 
hindrance; 

Eighth, they believe that all of the nations of the world, for realistic as well as spiritual reasons 
must come to the abandonment of the use of force. Since no future peace can be maintained if 
land, sea or air armaments continue to be employed by nations which threaten, or may threaten, 
aggression outside of their frontiers, they believe, pending the establishment of a wider and 
permanent system of general security, that the disarmament of such nations is essential. They 
will likewise aid and encourage all other practicable measure which will lighten for peace-loving 
peoples the crushing burden of armaments. 

[signed] 



Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Winston S. Churchill 

 

 


